Do autistics have a generalized face processing deficit?
The study presents results from a clinical test battery (Bruyer & Schweich, 1991; Schweich & Bruyer, 1993) that is used to study components in the face recognition system of autistic children. The results of the autistics are compared with the performance of two age groups of normal children (7-10 years, 12-16 years) and an adult control group. Autistic subjects, like young children, make more errors on a task in which they have to match facial features in the context of a complete face but not when the features are presented in isolation or in a simplified facial context. Finally, the sensitivity of the battery for clinical populations other than prosopagnosics is discussed.